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"SEPARATE PARENTS" 


EDWARDS : 
Good evening, everybody, coast 
to coast. This is Douglas Edwards. 
Tonight .. a story that strikes 
at the heart of many American 
homes. Too many homes. It is a 
problem faced by ten million adults 
and six million children. Each 
year ... the problem grows. More 
Americans caught up in an ordeal 
that seems impossible to stop, 
An ordeal created by the fact that 
of every three marriages ... one 


ends in divorce. 


DISSOLVE TO: LIMBO 
(CLOSE-UP - WOMAN'S HAND ... AS 
SHE TAKES RING OFF HER FINGER AND 
LAYS IT DOWN ON A TABLE, 
EDWARDS : 
In just a few moments .... 
"Separate Parents" ... on the 


ARMSTRONG CIRCLE THEATRE, 


FADE UP: A.C, CARD 
COMMERCIAL - (TAPE) 


FADE UP: A.C, CARD 
DISSOLVE TO: 

(LIMBO: SMASHED WED- 
DING PICTURE ON FLOOR) 


DISSOLVE TO: 
(LIMBO: CLOCK TICKING) 


DISSOLVE TO: 
(LIMBO: CHILD'S 
FACE) 


ACT ONE 


EDWARDS: IVO) 
For most ... it is a time 
of nightmare, 
Of days filled with anger, 


In the nights ... the 
clash of silence brings 


no rest. 


It is a time of destruc- 
tion, Of memories ... that 
too often ... will never 


fade, 


DISSOLVE TO: 


(LIMBO: JUDGE WRITING) 


DISSOLVE TO: 
LAURA'S GILBERT'S 
APARTMENT .., 
(FRONT DOOR OPENS, 
LAURA ENTERS WITH 
BRUCE, DOORMAN FOL- 
LOWS WITH BAGS ,., 
PUTS THEM DOWN AND 
WAITS, LAURA EXITS 
TO KITCHEN, BRUCE 
RUNS INTO HIS BED- 
ROOM ...) 


EDWARDS: (VO) 
If the reasons are different 
and many ... the result is 


always the same. 


But one day ... there comes 
an end, The nightmare is 


over. 


The violence spent. The 
recriminations stilled, 

For this woman ... just 
divorced .,. it is a chance 
to begin again. But un- 
known to her ,.. is the 
strange new world which she 


is now to enter. 


(LAURA COMES OUT, 
TIPS DOORMAN, HE 
EXITS, SHE GOES 
THROUGH MAIL ON 
TABLE D,S,) 


SUPER TITLES 


EDWARDS: (VO) (Cont'd) 
And for which she is ill 


prepared, 


The world .., of the single 


parent. 
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EDWARDS: (VO) 
Name ... Laura Gilbert. 
Age ... thirty. 
Former occupation ... house- 
wife. After five months of 
separation and another spent 
in out of town residence for 
the divorce ... this moment 
is a rich one. It is good... 
to be home again. 
{LAURA X'S TO HER BEDROOM, 
BRUCE ENTERS, GOES THRU HALL 
CLOSET C.R. GOES TO CLOSET C,.L. 
LAURA ENTERS, SEES BRUCE, X'S 
TO HIM) 
LAURA: 
Darling ... Daddy ... 
BRUCE: 
I was looking for my books. 
(x'S TO DESK) 
LAURA: 
(SHE FOLLOWS. SITS) 
I tried to explain to you ... Daddy 
and I aren't going to live together 
anymore, Bruce. That's all part of 
being divorced. He took everything 
with him to California. 


BRUE 
BRUCE: 


I was just looking for my books. 
Can I have some milk? 

LAURA: 
All right, darling, But put on 
your pajamas first, 


(HE X'S TO HIS ROOM) 


(LAURA GOES TO CLOSET, EDWARDS: (VO) 
CLOSES DOOR, X'S TO A single woman. 


KITCHEN) 
It a feeling yo get 


used %o, But Ahe anti- 


CUT TO: KITCHEN 
(STARTS MAKING COFFEE) 


it took ... to begin again. 
N 


Laura Gilbert ... is free, 
(SOUND: DOORBELL) 
(SHE X'S TO HALL, OPENS DOOR, 
ERNIE ENTERS, CARRYING FLOWERS, 


3) 


ERNIE: 
Welcome home, 
(HE HUGS HER) 
LAURA: 
Ernie, how'd you know I was home, 
ERNIE: 
Spies. 
LAURA: 
Where's Edith? 
ERNIE: 
I don't know. Some kind of meeting. 
I'm glad you're back, 
LAURA: 
How're the kids. 
ERNIE: 
Fine. 
BRUCE: (0C) 
Hi, Ernie, 
ERNIE: 
(X'S TO BRUCE) 
~-. Hey, Bruce ... how are you, boy? 


(LAURA X'S TO TABLE) 


BRUCE: 
Hil 
(ERNIE HANDS HIM PACKAGE) 
ERNIE: 


I had to be in Washington this week, 


Brought you back some slides. Can 


you use them? 
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BRUCE; 
Sure, Thanks. 
LAURA: 
Ernie .,, these are lovely, 
BRUCE: 
Ernie ... 
ERNIE: 
We missed you, 
BRUCE: 
Here's the White House, 


(LAURA EXITS TO KITCHEN) 


ERNIE: 
There's a whole set of them in 
there. Why don't you take them 
in your room? 
BRUCE: 
My projector is broken, 
ERNIE: 
What's the matter with it? 
BRUCE: 
I don't know, It doesn't light 
up. 
ERNIE: 
Okay ... I'll take a look at it, 
You go on in ... I want to talk 


to your mother, 


eer 


BRUCE: 
Will you show me how to fix it? 
ERNIE: 
Sure, Go ahead. 
(GOES INTO KITCHEN. ERNIE COMES UP 
BEHIND LAURA, FIXING THE FLOWERS, 
HE PUTS ARM AROUND HER) 
Hi. 
(SHE MOVES AWAY) 
LAURA: 
How did you know I was home? 
ERNIE: 
I saw your lights on from our 
house, 
LAURA 3 
I'm sorry Edith couldn't come, 
ERNIE: 
Well ... how does it feel? No 
one to report to ... nobody to 
watch you. You've been emanci- 
pated. 
LAURA $ 
I'm not used to it yet. 
ERNIE: 
Isn't there a place where old 


wedding rings go? 


LAURA: 

Itts just on from habit. 
(LAURA EXITS TO L.R, TABLE) 

ERNIE: 
Eleven years ... You get a lot of 
habits, 

(FOLLOWS) 

Going to be lonely here for you, 
Laura, 

LAURA : 
You mean having a little privacy? 
I think I'm going to like it. 

ERNIE; 
Sure ... but let's face it. 
There's nothing like a man around 
the house, 

LAURA : 
Roy couldn't even hang up a shade. 
Remember the time he cracked the 
whole kitchen wall? 

ERNIE: 
I'm not Roy ... so anything you 
need done ... you know, things 
you canft manage ... just give 
me a ring and I'11 be here be- 


fore you hang up. 
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LAURA: 
I don't want you to bother, 
Ernie. 
(X'S TO COUCH) 
ERNIE: 
Coming here? Thatts pleasure ,. 
not work, 
(X'S AND SITS ON COFFEE TABLE, 
GIVES HER CIGARETTE) 
Look, you've got a job now. 
Let's see each other downtown, 
Let's have lunch ,,. mayte dinner, 
LAURA: 
I... L have to come right home, 
ERNIE: 
Get a baby sitter. You're not 
going to stop living, are you? 
You're a pretty girl, Laura, 
You can't go into a shell, 
LAURA + | 
You're a fine one to give advice. 
Edith says she can't even get 


you to go on a vacation, 


